
SPOTLIGHT ON...

KEY NOTICES AND REMINDERS

Our enrichment
programme and Excel
Hours timetable are
available now for this term
and you can find a full
copy of the timetables in
this issue.

ENRICHMENT AND
EXCEL HOURS

YOUR SIXTH FORM
Scan this QR CODE to

share news or feedback
with our Student Union

InFORMer

Please ensure you are
wearing your lanyard and

that it is visible. Thank you.

BBC Weekly News Quiz

Please be aware that Y12
will be taking part in
assessments over the next
few days. Please keep the
noise down when
travelling through the
building.

Y12 PROGRESS
CHECK

NATIONAL CAREERS
WEEK
From 2  March, it’s
National Careers Week.
We’ll be sharing a range
of opportunities and
careers information all
week to support this
event.

nd
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National Careers Week
starts on 2  March and
we’ll be sharing more
information about careers
and events taking place
via email and on our
socials.

nd

NATIONAL
CAREERS WEEK



2
MAR

FEB
(UNTIL 4 MARCH) 
Y12 PROGRESS CHECK

Wishing all our students who are celebrating
their birthday over the next few weeks a very

Happy Birthday!

25

11
MAR

Y12 MFL TRIP TO UNIVERSITY
OF MANCHESTER
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NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK

16
MAR

(UNTIL 20 MARCH)
Y13 PROGRESS CHECK

16
MAR

Y12 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
SALT MARSH



“Cowley Conversations”
Chemical and Sustainability
Our latest Cowley Conversations assembly brought an incredibly
inspiring story right to the heart of our Sixth Form, as Old Cowleian
Julian Hunter returned to his former school to share his remarkable
career journey with Year 12 and Year 13 students.

Julian's path from the halls of Cowley to the cutting edge of the
chemical industry is a testament to where hard work, curiosity, and
ambition can take you. After leaving Cowley, Julian carved out a
highly successful career that led him to Akzo Nobel, one of the
world's leading paints and coatings companies, where he has been
instrumental in developing more environmentally friendly paint
products.

In an engaging and thought-provoking session, Julian spoke
passionately about his work in sustainability, explaining how the
chemical industry is evolving to meet the challenges of a changing
world. From reducing harmful emissions in everyday products to
rethinking the way paint is manufactured, Julian's work is making a
genuine difference to the planet and he made it clear that the next
generation of scientists, chemists and innovators will be the ones to
take that mission even further.

Our Sixth Formers came away with a real insight into the wide range
of careers available within the chemical and sustainability sectors,
and plenty of food for thought about their own futures.

A huge thank you to Julian for giving up his time to come back and
inspire us. We couldn't be prouder of what our alumni achieve!
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Y13 Progress Check - 16-20  Marchth

Y13 students will be taking part in their final Progress Check with mock
examinations and assessments later this half term.

Think of mocks as your practice run before the real deal. They're
basically showing you exactly where you need to focus your energy, so
future-you will massively thank present-you for putting in the work now.

Start early (yes, really), break your revision into chunks and mix up
your techniques – flashcards, mind maps, teaching concepts to your
confused pet, whatever works for YOU. Your brain needs variety to
actually remember stuff.

Check out the revision tips and stress-busting strategies in the posters
included in this newsletter. They're genuinely useful, not just the usual
"just relax" advice.

You've got this. Small steps now = big results later. Let's make these
mocks count before the real thing take place later in the year!
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CAREERS

Our Careers website includes labour market information and a link to Unifrog
amongst many other things. Please take a look. 

Want to find a bit more information about industry sectors, the skills required
and salary expectations? Please take a look at the Labour Market Information
section of the website and the linked presentation with lots of useful
information: Top careers to consider. 

You are able to request a 30-minute appointment with our independent
Careers Advisors at any time during your time at Cowley. Please email
cowleycareers@cowleysthelens.org.uk to arrange. 

Useful information 
UCAS.com - All the information about universities, how to apply and
upcoming events can be found on the UCAS website. 

OpenDays.com - Full listings of all UK university Open Days and events can
be found via this link. 

www.amazingapprenticeships.com - Explore some of the apprenticeship
opportunities that are available.

https://www.cowleysixthform.org.uk/key-information/careers/
https://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/key-information/careers/labour-market-information/
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/04/Top-careers-to-consider.pdf
mailto:cowleycareers@cowleysthelens.org.uk
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.opendays.com/?ref=wsfc
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/
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What is an apprenticeship? 
An apprenticeship is a paid job where the employee learns and gains
valuable experiences. Alongside on-the-job training, apprentices spend at
least 20% of their working hours completing classroom-based learning with a
college, university or training provider which leads to a nationally recognised
qualification. 

An apprenticeship includes:
paid employment with holiday leave
hands-on-experience in a sector/role of interest
at least 20% off-the-job training
formal assessment which leads to a nationally recognised qualification 

Please click here for full listings of Higher and Degree Apprenticeships with
more than 2000 listings from over 80 employers, including locations, salary
information and direct application links. 

For further information and to apply for apprenticeships, please visit the
National Apprenticeships website. 

Don’t forget to use Unifrog to explore Apprenticeship
opportunities as well! 

APPRENTICESHIPS

https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.unifrog.org/



